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Chen Lo and the Liberation Family to Perform and Conduct Workshops in Syria
April 13, 2010

Damascus - Chen Lo and the Liberation Family, an American rap and hip-hop music
group from Brooklyn, NY, will visit Syria on April 17. The group is scheduled to
perform and conduct workshops with Syrian students in Damascus and Aleppo.

In the Syrian capital, Chen Lo and the Liberation Family will perform with the Cham
MCs, at the Royal Palace Restaurant (Qanawat — Old Damascus). Chen Lo and the
Liberation Family will also conduct a workshop with Syrian music students at Solhi al-
Wadi Music Institute, and performance at Kalamoon University.

In Aleppo, the group will perform at White Club (Jalaa District), with Abdul-Rahman al-
Masri, a talented Syrian rapper from Aleppo. Another performance at ICARDA and a
workshop at Sabah Fakhri Music Institute are also on the group’s Aleppo schedule.

Chen Lo and the Liberation Family is a unique phenomenon in the world of music. The
distinctive sound of this dynamic collective draws from historic and contemporary
events, simple elements of life, and a myriad of musical influences.

Chen Lo and Ken White combined forces in 2007 to create a hip hop ensemble that
maintains the genre's core ingredients, while incorporating the texture of live
instrumentation. Chen Lo and the Liberation Family have performed at major events as
well as on MTV.

About the Group’s Members:

Chen Lo (vocals) is an artist, humanitarian, teacher, writer, speaker, and entrepreneur
with a passion for purposeful music and art. He has shared the stage with artists like
Erykah Badu, A Tribe Called Quest, The Roots, and Common and has appeared on MTV
and BET. With roots in Los Angeles, California, Lo now lives in Brooklyn, New York,
where he teaches a hip hop curriculum throughout New York City. Chen Lo received a
bachelor’s degree from Pennsylvania State University and a graduate degree from New
York University.

BAASSIK (bass), born and raised in New York, is a pioneering female bass player in hip
hop. Her style is based in funk and old school R&B and incorporates elements of hip hop
and rock. BAASSIK has played at various venues in New York City and in numerous
festivals.



DJ Scandales (turntablist/producer) originally from Queens, New York, took up the art
of DJ’ing at age 12. His formless and free sound has roots in hip hop, R&B, soul,
Caribbean, and Latin music. Scandales holds residencies on local radio shows and
various clubs, and has worked with various radio outlets.

Ken White (drums and electronic triggers) has been playing drums and percussion for
over two decades. White has released a recording with his electro funk band,
Comandante, which has performed in major venues in New York City and Europe. He
also designs and implements programs in public schools that use a hands-on arts
approach to teaching academic subjects. White holds a bachelor’s degree from the New
England Conservatory of Music and a master’s degree from NY University.

Schedule of Performances:

Monday, April 19: (11:00) Concert at Kalamoon University (Damascus)
Tuesday, April 20: (19:30) Concert at White Club (Aleppo)
Wed., April 21: (19:30) Concert at the Royal Palace Restaurant (Damascus)

For more information please contact:
Waseem Abdo

Information Specialist

U.S. Embassy - Damascus

Tel: 3391 4117

Fax: 3391 1456

Cell: 0967 777 855

abdow@state.gov
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